English and French: head to head

English (anglais)

francais (French)

Language family
Most closely related language

Alphabet

Indo-European, Germanic Branch
German (60% lexical similarity)

Latin

Indo-European, Latin Branch
Italian (89% lexical similarity)
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Number of first language speakers
worldwide

Number of first or second
language speakers worldwide

Number of countries where
commonly spoken

Number of countries where
language has legal/official status

330,000,000
Worldwide ranking: 2nd

480,000,000
Worldwide ranking: 2nd

115
Worldwide ranking: 1st

33
Worldwide ranking: 1st

75,000
Worldwide ranking: 13th

265,000,000
Worldwide ranking: 5th

35
Worldwide ranking: 2nd

23
Worldwide ranking: 2nd

Top 10 countries by 7
number of first
language speakers
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Italy
100,000

New Caledonia
53,400

Gabon
37,500

Mauritius
37,000

DR Congo
28,000

Little-known fact

There are no words in the English
language that rhyme with month,
orange, silver or purple.

Les Misérables contains the
longest sentence in the French
language - it is 823 words long.

Sources: Ethnologue 14th Edition; Language Today Volume 2 1997; NationMaster.com; Corsinet Trivial Trivia; World Factbook 2003
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