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English and French: head to head 
 
 
 
   

 English (anglais) français (French) 
   
   
Language family Indo-European, Germanic Branch Indo-European, Latin Branch 
   
Most closely related language German (60% lexical similarity) Italian (89% lexical similarity) 
   
Alphabet Latin Latin plus é è à â ê î ô û ç ï 
   
   
Number of first language speakers 
worldwide 

330,000,000 
Worldwide ranking: 2nd 

75,000 
Worldwide ranking: 13th 

   
Number of first or second 
language speakers worldwide 

480,000,000 
Worldwide ranking: 2nd 

265,000,000 
Worldwide ranking: 5th 

   
Number of countries where 
commonly spoken 

115 
Worldwide ranking: 1st 

35 
Worldwide ranking: 2nd 

   
Number of countries where 
language has legal/official status 

33 
Worldwide ranking: 1st 

23 
Worldwide ranking: 2nd 

   
   

1 USA 
210,000,000  

France 
51,000,000  

     

2 UK 
55,000,000  

Canada 
6,700,000  

     

3 Canada 
17,100,000  

Belgium 
4,000,000  

     

4 Australia 
15,682,000  

Switzerland 
1,272,000  

     

Top 10 countries by 
number of first 
language speakers 

5 South Africa 
3,500,000  

Algeria 
110,600  

      
 6 New Zealand 

3,213,000  
Italy 
100,000  

      
 7 Ireland 

2,600,000  
New Caledonia 
53,400  

      
 8 Zimbabwe 

375,490  
Gabon 
37,500  

      
 9 Singapore 

227,000  
Mauritius 
37,000  

      
 10 Israel 

100,000  
DR Congo 
28,000  

   
   
Little-known fact There are no words in the English 

language that rhyme with month, 
orange, silver or purple. 

Les Misérables contains the 
longest sentence in the French 
language - it is 823 words long. 

   
 


